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WCSA AlumNEWS
Fall 2018

WCSA AGGIES SUPPORT EDSON
AUDITORIUM RENOVATION
The West Central School of Agriculture Class
of 1954 is getting in on the ground floor of the Edson
Auditorium renovation at the University of Minnesota
Morris, quite literally. The Class recently sponsored
a chair to help support the project.
Ted Storck ’54 said his class voted to sponsor
a chair “because they felt their high school education
at WCSA was superb and helped make them
successful.” Storck adds that they hope those who sit
in the chair “will recall the history of WCSA and the
legacy the WCSA students have left upon the area.”
He believes that, as a result of the Class of ’54’s
support for UMN Morris, students will leave campus
prepared to add their own legacy to the area
and world.
The Edson Auditorium renovation is made
possible by a generous gift from the Morrison family.
The renovated auditorium will feature prominently
in the new Edward J. and Helen Jane Morrison
Performing Arts Center. Longtime friends of the
University and one of the Morris campus’s founding
Storck pictured in Edson Auditorium with
families, the Morrisons have been dedicated
UMN Morris Vice Chancellor for Finance
to the campus and its success since the 1950s, when
and Facilities Bryan Herrmann ’01.
they helped lead the community effort to establish
a University of Minnesota campus in Morris.
Helen Jane Morrison provided the inspiration and energy for the concert series that grew into
the Performing Arts Series. In 2017 she expanded her family’s legacy on campus by establishing the
state-of-the-art Edward J. and Helen Jane Morrison Performing Arts Center.
The new performing arts center, and the auditorium at its heart, will bring new life to ongoing
efforts that touch every piece of the campus mission.
“Edson Auditorium is more than just a performance space,” says Chancellor Michelle Behr.
“It is essential to our role as a regional center for education, culture, and research.”
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WCSA ALUMNI ASSOCIATION
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Thomas Payne ’60, president
4564 368th Avenue
Montevideo, MN 56265-6436
320-841-0318

BOARD MEMBERS AND
OFFICERS ELECTED

During the annual meeting of the WCSA
Alumni Association at the 2018 All-School Reunion,
Diane Jerpseth Madsen ’62, Loren Maahs ’56, and
Tom Payne ’60 were elected to the board.
The 2018–19 board is pictured above at its
September 10 meeting.
Front row: Secretary Pat Lesmeister Nelson ’61,
Diane Jerpseth Madsen ’62, LuWanna Foslien
Hintermeister ’60, Sherry Bergeland Johnson ’62,
Carol Pederson Meyer ’60.
Back row: Loren Maahs ’56, Les Bensch ’59, Vice
President Keith Kvistero ’62, President Tom Payne
’60,Treasurer Mike Madsen ’62, and Ken Rund ’60.

WCSA ALUMNI
GARDEN PLANTING
Located in front of the
education building, the WCSA
Alumni Garden is a gift to
the Morris campus from the
WCSA Alumni Association.
The garden surrounds a
memorial to WCSA students
and alumni who served in
World War I, World War II,
the Korean War, and the
Vietnam War. Each spring
alumni return to help current
students plant flowers there.
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Right: WCSA Board President
Tom Payne ’60 hard at work!

Keith Kvistero ’62, vice president
13035 Highway 40 Northwest
Milan, MN 56262-2408
320-734-4659
Michael Madsen ’62, treasurer
2042 Palisades Lane
Watertown, SD 57201-9400
605-753-1645
Patricia Lesmeister Nelson ’61, secretary
1000 Park Avenue
Morris, MN 56267-1859
320-585-1935
LuWanna Foslien Hintermeister ’60
3234 Prairie Road NE
Carlos, MN 56319-8106
320-852-7115
Sherry Bergeland Johnson ’62
27 East Oaks Road
North Oaks, MN 55127-2527
612-709-9099
Loren Maahs ’56
23399 Highland Drive
Fergus Falls, MN 56537-8170
218-739-3530
Diane Jerpseth Madsen ’62
2042 Palisades Lane
Watertown, SD 57201-9400
605-753-1645
Kenwood Rund ’60
33103 160th Street
Battle Lake, MN 56515-9508
320-241-4603
Legislative Interface and Fund Raising Committee

Les Bensch ’59, chair
36209 County Highway 126
Ashby, MN 56309
218-747-2121
Alumni Garden Committee

Carol Pederson Meyer ’60, chair
508 Irving Street
Alexandria, MN 56308
320-763-5814

GREETINGS FROM ALUMNI ASSOCIATION
PRESIDENT TOM PAYNE ’60

2018 WCSA Reunion is history.
More than 100 Aggies came and enjoyed
the annual get-together with classmates.
We are looking at the future of WCSA
reunions, and the board is working
on succession planning. A special thank
you to Dallen Peterson ’54, our program speaker at reunion.
He spoke about his life, work, and success he had in creating
a large business. Thanks to Kaitlyn McBrady and her crew
for the efforts in making reunion a success.
The WCSA alumni association can expand the purpose
of our current funds to be used in ways that maintain the
garden, other projects, or scholarships that perhaps can
go to students to pursue an education that reflects
agriculture-related or a yet to be determined plan. The
intent of the project is to have these funds in place to
maintain present funding and build with monies not
needed at present. This project will take some time to
complete, but the board is beginning to have conversations
about options. We will report on this at the annual meeting
in 2019. We have a strong association now, so we feel it is
time to have things in order for when we no longer exist.
Winter meetings in the sunny south are being planned.
Hope to see you snowbirds there.

CAMPUS
ACCOLADES
ABOUND
Once again, UMN Morris begins
the academic year with a host of
rankings and recognitions.The
campus has recently been praised by:
U.S. News and World Report

GREETINGS FROM COORDINATOR OF ALUMNI
RELATIONS KAITLYN MCBRADY ’13

Dear Aggies, Happy winter from
campus. Summer and fall went by so
quickly, but I am very glad we had such
a great WCSA All-School Reunion.
The Friday date worked well; we had
a larger attendance than the previous
year, and it was a very fun day. Thank you all for sharing
your memories with me. We had a successful WCSA Alumni
Association fall board meeting in September. We are already
planning for the 2019 All-School Reunion, so be sure to
mark your calendar for Friday, July 19, 2019. I hope to see
many of you. In the meantime, continue to call or email me
with questions, concerns, or just to say hello. I always enjoy
visiting with alumni. I can be reached at 320-589-6396 or
kmcbrady@morris.umn.edu.

Sierra Magazine
Washington Monthly
Money
Forbes
Fiske Guide to Colleges
College Choice
Creative Colleges
The Bookmark
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SUMMER 2018 ALL-SCHOOL REUNION

In July more than 100 Aggies gathered on the Morris campus for the all-school reunion.
The group enjoyed brunch, business, and fellowship in the Student Center.

Classes of ’47-’52

Jack Lamers ’52, Alan Duffield ’50, Ila Mae Hormann Hervey ’47, Ron Hervey ’48, Armin Jensen ’51

Class of ’53

Front Row: Gaylan Evavold, Irene Weeding, Shirley Schultz Curry, Floyd Eliason, Lowell Thomsen,
Martha Miller Smith, Jennes Swenson, Bill Nigg
Back Row: Etler Jensen, Wally Redfield, Earl Hamer, Robert Petersen, Myron Lofquist, Bernard Meyer,
John Lampert, Peter Piechowski, Orville Brunkow

Class of ’54

Classes of ’55-’57

Front Row: Edna Schaefer, Marlys Charles,
Adrienne Horning, Ted Horning, Dale Peterson,
Allen Mumm
Back Row: Jim Dewey, Marlin Rieppel,
Glennis Peterson, Dallen Peterson, Gary Wendt

Front Row: Al Gunderson ’57, Armand Aswege ’57,
Marlin Jerpseth ’57, Marvin Peterson ’57,
Francis Sykora ’57, Darrell Anderson ’57
Back Row: Stan Weeding ’55, Jan Johnson ’55,
Tallack Johnson ’55, Joann Miller Wendt ’55,
Bob Torkelson ’55, Ruby Torkelson ’56
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS NOW
FOR THE 2019 ALL-SCHOOL REUNION

JULY 19, 2019

WCSA WINTER GATHERINGS
IN WARM PLACES

Whether you are a year-round resident of
Texas or Arizona, a winter snowbird, or
a visitor to the Southwest, you are invited
to attend these West Central School of
Agriculture Alumni Association
warm-weather get-togethers.
Arizona—February 11

Class of ’58

Front Row: Ken Koehl, Ron Stoen, Jim Borowski, David
Kosen, Dave Strunk, Jim Aanerud
Back Row: Richard Cramlet, Warren Thompson,
Dean Travland, Norman Bradow, LeRoy Stark,
Bob Lanners

Class of ’59

Les Bensch, Joan
Thompson Eggum,
Bud Kopitski

The Arizona WCSA All-School Winter
Reunion is planned for Monday,
February 11, 2019. Gather at 10 a.m.
for conversation and a noon meal at the
ViewPoint RV and Golf Resort (8700 East
University Drive, Mesa, AZ 85207).
All are welcome.
To make your reservation contact
Ardean Hauschild ’53 at azdlph@gmail.com
or 480-373-1444.
Please do attend if you make a reservation, as the resort
charges for them.
Directions: From US 60, exit on Soussaman
Road, north about three miles to University;
right on University; and left on Hawes Road.
The resort is on Hawes Road.
Texas—February 20

WCSA alumni and guests are also invited to
gather for an informal winter Texan reunion
on Wednesday, February 20, 2019, at 11 a.m.
at Gatti’s Pizza (4100 North Second Street,
McAllen, TX 78504).
No need to RSVP—just mark your calendars
and join the fun! For more information,
call LaVonne Dupree ’59 at 701-640-4991.
Class of ’63

Front Row: Neil Schmidgall, Ted Hegseth,
Tony Staebler, Ron Manthey
Back Row: Darwin Danielson, Leslie Wolff,
Vernon Ashburn, Wallace Affield, Wilbur Grunewald
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In Your Words

AGGIES SHARE MEMORIES FROM THEIR DAYS AT WCSA

TED STORCK ’54 RECALLS JUNIOR HALL HIJINKS AND A SURPRISE REUNION:

“James Norman and I were roommates as sophomores at Junior Hall. I guess we were mostly
well-behaved (you can laugh here). But one cold December evening Jim and I got into a water pistol fight
in the hallway during quiet/study hour. It wasn’t long before we were standing in the office of the dorm
proctor, Wes Gray. We feared our punishment, as Gray was not a benevolent judge. But as we shook in
our boots, all he did was make us place our water pistols on the floor and stomp on them until the floor
was wet, and our beloved water pistols were tiny shreds of plastic. Then back to our room, never again to
have a water pistol fight in Junior Hall.
After graduation, I joined the U.S. Navy and sent to the Far East stationed aboard a ship homeport-ed
in Okinawa. Jim joined the U.S. Army and was stationed in Korea. We had lost contact, neither knowing we
had gone into separate military services. Well, when our ship was visiting the Tokyo area, I decided to take
a bus tour of Tokyo with several of my friends. But, to my amazement, there was Jim on the very same tour
bus. Now, they say it is a small world, but how did it happen that two Aggie roommates met unexpectedly
halfway around the world on a tour bus? Needless to say, we talked more than we viewed the city.”
MORE LIFE AND TIMES IN THE MILITARY, TOLD BY TED STORCK ’54

Editor’s note: Ted was a public affairs/photo officer for Naval Forces, Saigon, in 1967–68, as a Navy lieutenant.
As a Navy public affairs officer, I was often sent to commissioning of ships. And thus, it so happened
I was sent to Pascagoula, Mississippi, for the re-commissioning of the USS Iowa, BB-61. Commissioning
of a ship is always a big deal for the Navy, but this time Vice President George H.W. Bush was going to be
there, so it was an even bigger event. As protocol, when a senior officer is aboard a ship, his flag is raised
on the ship’s mast. So it was to be when Vice President Bush boarded the ship. But this time, when the
vice president’s flag went up, it was upside down. I looked in horror and said to the Secret Service man
standing next to me, “It is upside down.” He, in a most gruff voice, said, “It is not.” But it was! A
quick-thinking Navy chaplain, either by chance or on purpose, seeing what had happened, strode to
the lectern and said, “Let us all now bow our heads in prayer.” As soon as that was said, and heads were
bowed, the flag was quickly lowered, and then back up, right side up. Few noticed it, or knew what side
was up, but a CBS TV news crew knew and filmed it all. I don’t know if the sailor got in trouble, but I
doubt it. How was he to know which side is up? And the USS Iowa got commissioned, and all was right
with the world.
During the Tet Offensive in January 1968, I was in the Cholon section of Saigon, holed up in
our bachelor officers’ quarters. There was not much to do, as officials said to stay in our hotels as
transportation outside Saigon was not available. So, some of us to watch the fighting, went up to the
rooftop patio. Well, it was not long until the Viet Cong or North Vietnamese soldiers saw us and fired a
few shots in our direction. Well, of course, we dropped to the patio deck, and as I lay there, I noticed the
Army guy next to me had a University of Minnesota ring on his finger; a ring that matched my University
of Minnesota ring. So, needless to say, while bullets flew, we discussed our years at the University of
Minnesota. War is not all hell.
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CLASS NOTES
Reverend Wendell C Shiell ’46, and wife
Ruth Shiell ’71 would like to announce that their
granddaughter Gwendolyn Jane Hermanson has
accepted the call to be Pastor of First Lutheran
Church in Saint Peter.
Arloa Larson ’48 recently returned to the
Morris campus, where she has seen many changes,
but also nostalgic remnants of her past at the
WCSA. Although the campus has expanded, Arloa
finds that its beauty still remains; the plants, trees,
and flowers are still present and flourishing. She
notices that friendly students continue to roam
the sidewalks of this rural campus that has evolved
into an outstanding college with much to offer.
As a graduate of the WCSA, Arloa is a part of a

remembered and appreciated group of “Aggie”
alumni who return to Morris annually to look
back fondly on their vivid and fantastic memories
of the beautiful WCSA campus in the 1940s.
Arloa spends her days in an adult living facility in
Litchfield, where she enjoys sewing quilts for her
eight great-grandchildren.
Dave Schmit ’51 reflects on his great time as
an Aggie. Dave and his spouse, Chris, continue
to make Scottsdale, Arizona their home; in the
summer they return to Minnesota.
Gordon Ohman ’56 and his wife, Donna,
have moved to Mountain Home, Arkansas.
Although they are still getting used to the
humidity, Gordon loves being close to his

FROM THE WEST CENTRAL SCHOOL TO WEST UNION, SC: RONALD AUGUST BODE ’60
Ronald August Bode ’60 graduated from West Central School of Agriculture
and went on to Minnesota State University Mankato, where he earned a BA in
business management. He joined the United States Marine Corps, where he learned
to fly fixed wing aircraft and helicopters. He served in Vietnam from 1966 until
1967 and flew H-34s, the military designation for the Sikorsky S-58, as well as the
CH-53 Chinook. At the conclusion of his tour he was honorably discharged at the
rank of major and moved to Chicago to work for Union Camp. He married Marilyn
Jean Stordahl in June 1971, and they had two daughters, Tristan and Janene. Ron
continued to fly helicopters in the reserves and advanced in his career. Union
Bode and son at the
Camp promoted Ron to manufacturing manager at its plant in Spartanburg, South
2018 WCSA reunion
Carolina. He and Marilyn welcomed their third child, Jeff, just before moving to Spartanburg, where they
became active members of their church and community. Ron helped coach his son’s sports teams, and he and
Marilyn always found time to attend extracurricular and school events. They created a strong family unit,
from nightly dinners to family road trips and Sunday water-skiing after church. They lived frugally and gave
all three of their children debt-free college educations. After 15 years in Spartanburg, the Bodes packed up
and moved to a suburb of Atlanta, where Ron was a manufacturing manager at a larger site. After a year he
advanced to the corporate level, where he would travel to different sites to help them improve processes. His
improvements in set-up time reduction helped Union Camp to avoid the need to open an entirely new plant
to fill customer orders. International Paper soon bought Union Camp, and Ron worked there for several
months before taking his severance and starting R&M (Ron and Marilyn) Corporation. He used his contacts
in the industry to continue doing the work he had enjoyed until retiring in 2005. Ron and Marilyn moved
to their current home in West Union, South Carolina. Ron has spent retirement finishing his basement. He
enjoys fishing and the occasional poker game. Ron remains active in the local Marine Corps activities and is
a generous supporter of multiple charities. He has trouble saying no to people in need. Ron and Marilyn’s
children all married and had nine grandchildren. Their daughters live in Columbia and Charleston, South
Carolina, and their son lives in Fort Worth, Texas. Ron continues to persevere and inspire despite some
medical issues, including a heart valve replacement and Parkinson’s Disease diagnosis. He loves to hear from
his friends via email and phone calls.
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CLASS NOTES

FONDLY REMEMBERED

daughter, Jodi Gibson. Jodi is their youngest and
is a certified nurse practitioner; she has been
taking care of her parents. Gordon is appreciative
of his family’s blessings, such as happiness and
health. He welcomes all who are nearby to stop in
for a visit.

Ramona Mae Johansen Whipple ’39, Ogden,
passed away in March 2017. She was born in
Tyler, Minnesota and was the only girl of six
brothers. She was an active member of United
Methodist Women, where she maintained close
friends. Ramona was also an active volunteer at
Ogden Regional Medical Center. She is survived
by her three children and their spouses, six
grandchildren, and nine great-grandchildren—
with another on the way.

Clifford Volkmann ’56 mourns the loss of his
wife, Joyce, who passed away in August 2018. Joyce
will be missed by many, as she was a woman of
many gifts and talents.
Carol Pederson Meyer ’60 was honored as the
Outstanding Female Senior Citizen for Douglas
County. She was nominated for her contributions
to Junior Achievement as both a classroom
volunteer and dedicated member of the JA board.
Wilbur Grunewald ’63 retired from 3M
Company in 2006 and since has enjoyed traveling,
fishing in Alaska, and operating a sawmill at the
Dalton tractor show. He writes, a tour of Romania
last September was very interesting, as the
northern third of the country is quite primitive
with horse-drawn wagons and vintage farming
methods like picking corn by hand.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Arizona Reunion
Monday, February 11, 10 a.m.
ViewPoint RV and Golf Resort
(8700 East University Drive, Mesa, AZ 85207)
Texas Reunion
Wednesday, February 20, 11 a.m.
Gatti’s Pizza
(4100 North Second Street, McAllen, TX 78504)
WCSA Garden Planting
Thursday, May 23, 9 a.m.
University of Minnesota Morris
board meeting immediately after garden planting
WCSA All-School Summer Reunion
Friday, July 19
University of Minnesota Morris
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Mignon Aamot Randall ’42, Fergus Falls,
passed away in June 2017. She was born and
raised in Wendell and lived there her entire life,
only leaving briefly to attend the WCSA. After
graduation she worked for her father at Aamot
Implement, where she met her husband. Mignon
was very active in her church, being the organist
for more than 20 years, serving on committees,
and teaching Sunday school. She was also a
member of the American Legion Auxiliary Unit
426 of Wendell and served as the treasurer for
many years. Mignon loved her grandchildren
deeply and will be remembered for her hugs.
She is survived by her husband, son, four
children, and many nieces and nephews.
Laverna Helen Nelson ’43, Bowling Green,
passed away in June 2018. She was born in
Graceville and spent her life as a homemaker and
member of Hillvue Heights Church. Laverna is
survived by daughters Patsy Alley-Roper and
Becky Anderson, numerous grandchildren and
great-grandchildren, and family from Minnesota.
Irving J. Dewey ’45, Fergus Falls, passed away
in April 2018. He was born in 1928 in Fergus
Falls, where he went to a country school. After
graduating he moved to Morris to attend WCSA.
Soon after, he married Rosemarie Moberg, had
six children, and worked the family farm. He was
a school board member of District 1405 country
school and an active member of the Western
Presbyterian Church and Augustana Lutheran
Church. In May 2007 he remarried and continued
to do what he loved best: hunt, fish, read, farm,

FONDLY REMEMBERED
and tinker in his shop. He is survived by
his wife, six children, eight grandchildren,
16 great-grandchildren, brothers, sister,
six step-children, 14 step-grandchildren,
and 22 step-great-grandchildren.
Jerome Holtz ’46, Beardsley, passed away in
February 2018. He was born and raised in Browns
Valley, but briefly lived in Morris during his time
at WCSA. Ten years later he married his wife, and
they made their home in Wheaton on the family
farm. Jerome enjoyed being an active member
of his church, taking care of young evergreen
trees, and serving time on various boards in the
agricultural community. He is survived by
three children, six grandchildren, seven
great-grandchildren, and his sister.
Harris Garberg ’47, Twin Valley, passed away
in April 2018. He was born in Underwood, where
he attended grade school and grew up on the family
farm. After graduating from WCSA, Harris worked
at the Red Owl Store in Fergus Falls. He entered
the Army National Guard and served with the 136th
Infantry during the Korean Conflict. He married
in 1952 and settled in Fargo, North Dakota. After
moving to Twin Valley, Harris owned Hartz Grocery
Store until he passed it on to his son. Harris was
very active in his community; he participated in
the city council, fire department, Lions Club,
American Legion, and VFW. He was also an active
member of Zion Lutheran Church. Harris “will
be remembered by many for his hearty laugh,
contagious smile, and generous personality.”
He is survived by his wife, four children,
14 grandchildren, 13 great-grandchildren,
and four sisters.
Francis Zetah ’48, Saint Cloud, passed away
in November 2016. He was born in Staples and
graduated from the WCSA. Francis served in the
United States Air Force and was a Korean War
veteran (1951–55). In 1955 he married his wife,
MaryAnn, and together they built an apartment
building for senior citizens in 1979. He was active
in politics and enjoyed hunting, fishing, and

farming. Francis is survived by his wife, six kids,
15 grandchildren, 12 great-grandchildren, siblings,
and sister-in-law.
Elaine “Kelly” Larson Batterson ’49, Everett,
Washington, passed away in November 2017. Elaine
was born and raised in Fergus Falls. When she and her
husband moved to Washington, she started cultivating
a beautiful garden. After raising her children, Elaine
became an information specialist for Community
Transit. Even in retirement, she found time to garden
and volunteer at her church. She always had fond
memories of her time and friendships made at WCSA.
Elaine is survived by two children, four grandchildren,
three great-grandchildren, and two siblings, Marilyn
Pattison ’51 and Carl Larson ’59.
Joan Bruer ’51, Morris, passed away in January
2018. She was born near White Rock, South
Dakota, and was baptized and confirmed in the
Lutheran faith. Following her graduation from
WCSA, Joan became licensed as a practical nurse
and worked in the Morris hospital for nearly
25 years. She made her home on a farm with her
husband and four children, where they farmed
together for more than 50 years. She loved to
play the piano, fish, and be around her family,
particularly during Christmas. Joan is survived
by her husband, four children, 11 grandchildren,
three great-grandchildren, three sisters,
one brother, and many nieces and nephews.
Audrey Mumm Berg ’51, Chokio, passed
away in February 2018. She was born and raised
in Horton Township in Stevens County and
was baptized and confirmed at Zion Lutheran
Church. Following her graduation from WCSA,
she married her husband and moved to a farm
near Chokio, where her six children grew up.
Audrey enjoyed reading, dancing, gardening, and
following professional sports. She is survived by
her husband, five children, two brothers, and nine
grandchildren.
Eunice Emily Wahl ’54, Dillingham, passed
away April 2018. She was born in Minnesota
and was the only girl of six brothers. She was an
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FONDLY REMEMBERED
adventuresome spirit who took flying lessons and
sailed, despite her unassuming manner. In 1959
she moved to Alaska; there she worked as a lab
technician at Kanakanak Hospital, where she made
many friends. Eunice married her husband, Nick
Wahl, in 1962, and they spent summers fishing
together on a boat. She is a survivor of both
breast and lung cancer. Eunice is survived by her
husband, two daughters, two grandsons, son-inlaw, and three brothers and their spouses.
Orrin Rinke ’54, Scottsdale, Arizona, passed
away in February 2018. He was born in Wheaton,
but went to school at WCSA until he joined
the United States Army. After being honorably
discharged, Orrin attended and graduated from
law school in the Twin Cities and established his
own law practice in central Minnesota. Following
retirement he spent his winters in Arizona with his
wife. Orrin was deeply involved in his community,
advocating for higher education and volunteerism.
He enjoyed being active in his churches and
spending time with his grandchildren. Orrin is
survived by his wife, four children, four sisters,
and 16 grandchildren.
Arlan Zimmerman ’56 , Athens, Georgia,
passed away in September 2018. Zimmerman
was born in LeMars, Iowa and raised in rural
Minnesota. After graduating from WCSA he
served in the United States Navy for three years.
Arlan was employed by IBM for 32 years as a
systems engineer; he then went on to work for
Water’s Edge Consulting for 10 years. He was
involved in his church, loved driving his antique
cars,and frequented square dances. Arlan is
survived by his wife, two sons, five grandchildren,
two great-grandchildren, sister, and seven nieces
and nephews.
Gordon Swenson ’56, Fergus Falls, passed away
in June 2018. He was born in Fergus Falls and
graduated from WCSA. He entered the United
States Navy and served as a 2nd Class Aviation
Ordnanceman. After being honorably discharged,
he worked for Ottertail Power Company as a
10

lineman for 38 years. He enjoyed hunting and
trapping, becoming a hunting guide in the early
1970s. He was the author of two books, Bear Man
and Bear Man: The Rest of the Story. Gordon is survived
by his two kids, two grandchildren, two siblings,
step-children, step-grandchildren, and many
nieces and nephews.
Mary Anderson ’56, Milbank, passed away in
February 2018. She was born and raised in Chokio
and attended WCSA. She returned to Chokio for
a short time until she and her husband relocated
to Clinton in 1965. For 30 years Mary and her
husband stayed in Texas during the winter months,
after which they moved to Milbank. She loved
baking bread, making homemade dill pickles,
and crafting. Mary is survived by her husband,
four children, three siblings, six sisters-in-law,
14 grandchildren, six great-grandchildren, and
numerous nieces and nephews.
Loyal James Larsen ’57, Fargo, passed away
in December 2017. He was born in Wadena, but
grew up on a farm near Underwood, where he
was baptized in the Nidaros Lutheran Church.
After graduating from WCSA, Loyal served in
the United States Navy, where he worked in the
Submarine Services. In 1959 he married Marlene
Evelyn Leininger ’58; they settled on the family
farm. Loyal was employed by Ottertail Power
Company in Fergus Falls, where he was a safety
supervisor. He was very active in his church; he
taught Sunday school and served on the church
councils. Loyal enjoyed hunting, fishing, and
farming. He is survived by his wife, three children,
six grandchildren, three great-grandchildren,
nieces, nephews, and many friends.
Dennis Smith ’59, Minneapolis, passed away
in May 2018. He was raised on a farm outside
Dumont, where he attended a country school.
After graduating from WCSA, he served four years
in the United States Navy, spending time in Japan
and the Philippines. After the service, Dennis
and his wife, Kathleen, moved to the Twin Cities,
where they raised a family. He enjoyed fishing,
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hunting, and travelling around the US. He
is survived by his wife of 54 years, five children
and their spouses, 16 grandchildren, and
one great-grandson.
Sheldon “Ray” Chapman ’60, Wilmar, passed
away August 2018. After Chapman received his
high school diploma from the WCSA, he enlisted
in the United States Air Force and was sent to
Ohio, where he met his wife, Carol. Sheldon was
deployed to England during the Vietnam War and
returned to the States, where he gave 32 years to the
United States Postal Service. He enjoyed building
houses, woodworking, driving motorcycles, and
snowmobiling. He was very involved with the
church; he played guitar, sang, and was a part of
the men’s group. Sheldon is survived by his wife,
daughter, two sons, three sisters, grandson, stepgranddaughter, and great-grandson.
Kenneth Erwin Bode ’61, passed away in
February 1990. Ken graduated from WCSA in
March 1961, then joined the Marines in 1962.
He was stationed at Camp Pendleton Marine
Corps Base, California, and trained in San
Francisco and served four years. He was assigned
to a tank division and served tours of duty in
Okinawa, Japan; Korea; and the Philippines
before returning to civilian life. Upon leaving the
Marines, he adopted the San Diego area as his
new home. He met and married Jean Stratton and
her daughter, Sandi, in 1964. They had a second
daughter Charlotte in 1965 and a third daughter
Karen in 1966. Ken worked different jobs while
attending college including San Diego Gas &
Electric. Ken then married his second wife Carole
Watanabe and her two daughters, Michele and
Denise, in 1972. Ken was “definitely surrounded
by girls.” He was an avid outdoorsman who loved
anything to do with nature, including backpacking,
all-terrain vehicles, and scuba diving. Ken gave
up a smoking habit and replaced it with his everpresent toothpick, which was always in his mouth
or shirt pocket. Ken started his own company
called Horizon Energy, which was a distributor

for solar energy, earthquake gas valves, and
management services for high-quantity water users
to reduce usage and costs. He was very proud of his
sales accomplishments and his ability to provide
safeguards that would prevent earthquake-related
damages to hospitals and large facilities. Ken was
married to Carol for 18 years and always remained
an upbeat, funny, and caring man. Ken’s death in
an ATV accident in the California desert was an
abrupt and sad end for a man who was always on
the go with a smile on his face. He is missed dearly
to this day by his family and friends.
CLASS NEWS AND “IN YOUR WORDS”
WCSA alumni love reading Class News, so please
send us your updates! Mail us a letter, give us a call,
or send us an email about your careers, families,
travels, hobbies, activities, and WCSA memories.
We will include your news in the next AlumNEWS.
The deadline for submission is March 1, 2019.
FUNDING FOR ALUMNEWS
Your donations fund AlumNEWS. Thank you to
those who have given in the past—we appreciate your
support! Checks to fund AlumNEWS can be made
payable to the University of Minnesota Morris and
sent to the address below.

ALUMNEWS ONLINE
WCSA AlumNEWS—along with WCSA photos and
history—is available online at alumni.morris.umn.
edu/wcsa-alumni-association. If you would prefer
to access the newsletter exclusively online, please
contact us to request that your name be removed
from the conventional mailing list.

AlumNEWS is published by the University of Minnesota
Morris. It is available in alternative formats upon request.
Class news, donations, comments, corrections, and
questions may be directed to:
Kaitlyn Slieter McBrady ’13
Coordinator of Alumni Relations
University of Minnesota Morris
Welcome Center
600 East Fourth Street
Morris, Minnesota 56267-2132
320-589-6396 • kmcbrady@morris.umn.edu
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Stevens County Master Gardeners gift house plants to students each year at the Pride of the Prairie Farmers
Market. As you can see, students are delighted to receive the plants, and the table is one of the most popular
at the market!
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